
 

 

 
 
 
“Searching for Peace and Harmony...”  

Friedel Kloke-Eibl 

 

Earlier this year the Canadian peace movement “Pax Cultura” invited me to dance with their 
group members. The international culture and peace movement was founded worldwide in 
the years after 1925 and is based on the slogan, “Where there is peace there is culture - 
where there is culture, there is peace”. From 1929 it was initiated and directed by the 
Russian painter and philosopher Nicholas K. Roerich (nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize). 
The movement called for high-level intercultural political, religious, science, art and social 
exchange with the aim of connecting science, art and religion to ultimately bring about world 
peace. 
 
As the theologian and pacifist Dorothee Sölle has said: 
 

 “...Yes, theology does have a part to play in science, but strictly thinking, I think it is 
actually nearer to art than science. It has been like that for centuries - the better 
theologians have always been more likely to be artists than scientists.”  

 
At the beginning of the 70s I shared the vision of the indigenous peoples of America, I too 
dreamed of freedom, about overcoming borders, of justice and peace……..  While preparing 
for my workshop the first thing I began to think about was the speech Astrid Lindren gave in 
1978 on the occasion of her acceptance of the Peace Prize of the German Book Trade (Der 
Friedenpreis des Deutschen Buchhandels). She jolted me back to reality with words that 
perfectly reflected/reflect my feelings: 
 
“To talk about peace means to talk about something that does not exist. There is no true 
peace on our earth and there never has been, unless we consider it to be the goal 
that we are evidently unlikely to achieve. As long as man continues to live on this 
earth, freedom will always be under threat. It is equally true that in view of this 
threat more and more people are committing to peace and disarmament - and 
that could mean hope.”  
 
“But don‘t we need to ask ourselves whether there is something wrong in man‘s 
predisposition for turmoil?  We all want peace. Can we somehow change the way 
we are? Couldn‘t we try to be an entirely new, different sort of human?”  At the 
end of the day it is always only a handful of people who determine the destiny of 
the world, in the positive sense as well as the negative. Whether a child grows up 
to be a warm-hearted, open and trusting person with a sense for the common 
good or an emotionally cold, destructive person is decided by the people to whom 
the child is entrusted in this world. “Everywhere we learn only from those whom 
we love", said Goethe and I also think: “From the people who love us”. Martin 

 

 



 

 

Luther described self-serving man as, “A man curled unto himself. He cannot learn to walk 
upright. Day and night he circles around himself, whenever possible without stopping. He or 
she will never be free of himself/herself - which in fact is one of the greatest gifts of love.”  
 
The Greek philosopher Plato wrote of the “Truth, beauty and goodness”. He was referring to 
man and that which moves him or ultimately makes him happy. What do people yearn for? It 
is the wish to be whole, to be able to trust, hope and believe. Many people expect to find a 
healing silence and harmony in dance meditation – Sacred Dance. When you define peace 
as the result of peaceableness and the ability to resolve conflict with empathy, to solve 
problems playfully or creatively, the question arises: is social coexistence in harmony, 
without status struggle or friction truly possible?  - The virtue of a “peaceful nature” in the 
sense of the ability and readiness to make peace is a theme of the beatitudes of the Sermon 
on the Mount. "Et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntate." Peace on earth and goodwill to all 
men - sing the angels in the Christmas story and this is adopted by the hymn Gloria in 
Excelsis. Peace cannot come without the action of man, by us and all of humanity. 
 
In Ancient Greece a state of order, prosperity and peace was described until the 5th century 
BC by the term “eirene” (ειρήνη). The god Eirene, as the personification of peace was 
represented carrying a cornucopia as the symbol of affluence. The Romans used the Latin 
term “pax” to mean peace. In Judaism the Hebrew term Shalom means “integrity”, “gathered 
safely in”, “to feel certain”, “happiness”, “open and friendly” and “in peace”. In the New 
Testament, Jesus uses the salutation Shalom to greet his disciples and to wish them well 
when departing on a journey. The word is closely related to the Arabic word “Salam”. The 
Arabic word Salām has also entered everyday language as a greeting as-salamu ´alaikum = 
peace be with you.  
 
In the face of doubt and disbelief what remains of life if we disallow dreaming and allow our 
spiritual resources to wither. Dreams and visions are essential to life. In this context, I find 
the following story by Dorothee Sölle sustaining: 
 
“The people of the middle ages who built the cathedrals never lived to see them finished. 
They took hundreds of years to build. A stone mason may have sculpted a beautiful rose; it 
was his contribution, his life’s work. Without his one rose, the cathedral would never have 
become what it is, but one day the cathedral was finally completed. This is how you must 
think of peace.”  
 
It is important to come together in groups that commit to peace and justice and to strive for a 
trusting, peaceable, creative coexistence in our dance circles. 
We are connected to each other through the search of our own hearts for the essence of 
being. How this is expressed is as varied as people and our cultures. But one thing should 
not be forgotten: In our hearts we are all one. 
 
Shalom – Salam 
 
 
 


